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Dear Residents
Welcome to the second edition of the new
style parish council newsletter. May I
apologise to those of you who either did not
receive a copy last time or received one so
late that it was of little use with regard to
forthcoming event information. Hopefully
our distribution problems have been
overcome for this issue!

On to more serious matters. In January 2003,
this Council, on behalf of the people of the
parish, decided to withdraw from what is
known as the Section 136 agreement with
Milton Keynes Council. Very basically, this
deals with grass cutting, general green area
and playground maintenance etc.

Our arrangement with Milton Keynes Council
was for them to carry out this work on our
behalf and in turn we would precept (raise
the tax) the residents for the payment of this
service. The problem arose when in
accordance with our requirement, by the
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District Auditors, to provide ‘Best Value’ with
all our services for the people of Great
Linford Parish; Milton Keynes Council either
couldn’t or wouldn’t say how they were
spending your money. To this end, Milton
Keynes Council has taken away
approximately £30,000 in grants to the parish
because of the decision to withdraw. This
contract will not cost them any more to fund
but they have decided to charge the residents
a ‘special expense’ for this service (which you
will have already seen on your council tax
bill). So a piece of grass verge in some areas
of the Borough comes under normal Council
Tax but in Great Linford it is a ‘special
expense’. Although, by sleight of hand in
presentation, it looks as though Great Linford
Parish Council raised the precept for the
Section 136 agreement it was in fact Milton
Keynes Council. We can only assume that as
it was close to local election time they
‘preferred’ to keep hidden the real council tax
figure on residents rather than the one that
looked better and they had published in the
newspapers! We are not alone in taking this
step. Bletchley, Woughton and Campbell Park
Parish Councils have all also withdrawn from
this agreement and for similar reasons.

If anyone has any further questions regarding
the above issue or any other in the newsletter,
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Cllr Claudine Elliott

Chair, Great Linford Parish Council
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DOG FOULING
The Parish Council feel sure that most
residents share their distaste of the
amount of dog litter left on paths and
verges. The irresponsible people who
allow their animals to foul public
highways, without clearing it up, are
breaking a bye-law for which they
could receive a fine. We have installed a
number of bins especially for dog litter,
the most recent having been erected last
week, on the green at the top of the
High Street in Great Linford. This is an
area about which we have received a lot
of complaints. The cost of emptying the
bins is quite high, we therefore have to
prioritise the areas with the most
problems. We would urge residents to
notify either the Parish Council or the
Dog Welfare Officer at Milton Keynes
Council, of those people who do not use
the bins provided.

May we remind residents in the areas of
the Downs Barn and Marsh Drive Sports
Facilities, that dogs are not allowed on
these grounds. Young children having
to play football in dog dirt is something
none of us should tolerate. We have
asked the Dog Welfare Officer at Milton
Keynes Council to patrol these areas
with a view to prosecution.

-- STOP PRESS --
A yellow card system will shortly be in
place where Council outdoor staff will
warn offending dog owners. Fixed
penalty fines have been issued and one
person was taken to court and
successfully prosecuted for non-
payment of this fixed penalty. Don’t
become a statistic!

Great Linford Parish
Allotment Association
are holding a Produce Show on

Sunday 7th September 2003
at the Cricket Pavilion

High Street, Great Linford at 2pm

All allotment holders on the Parish
Council sites at: Neath Hill, Gifford
Gate, Hills Close and Willen Park
are automatically members and

eligible to submit entries

There are classes for Vegetables, 
Fruit, Jams, Preserves, Flowers

and also classes for the Children

for further details and schedule please

contact: Jenny Sharp on 01908 217752

This is a fun event - please join in.

There are prizes for winning entries!

DON’T FORGET!
GREAT LINFORD WATERSIDE FESTIVAL

This popular event is happening in the
grounds of Great Linford Manor on
Friday 20th, Saturday 21st & Sunday
22nd June 2003. For more details you
can log on to:

http://mysite.freeserve.com/GtLinford_Festival
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BLOOMING
MARVELLOUS!

UNDER 16’S
COMPETITION

Spring is in the air and the daffodils are
looking perky! Take a look at the two
photographs below and see if you can tell
whereabouts in the Parish these shots were
taken!

The first correct entry drawn after the date
below will win a HMV voucher!

Send your answers by 16th Jube 2003 to
the Parish Clerk, PO Box 7085, Kiln Farm,
Milton Keynes MK13 0YA.

Stantonbury Campus Theatre Company and Fusion Productions Present:

Advertisement removed
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on the internet
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HOW IS THE PARISH PREC
Our Parish Clerk, Jenny Sharp, explains

This is a question I have been asked several times during the last few weeks, and it
appears on speaking to parishioners, that they assume that many of the items provided
by the Parish Council, are actually paid for by Milton Keynes Council. 
These are some of the ways in where last year’s 
Parish Precept was spent:

The list is
Parish Council is one of the lowest 

well spent for the benefit of the community.
able to assist with, please do not hesitate 

THE PARISH CLERK

The Parish covers the estates of Pennyland, Downs Barn, Downhead

Park, Willen Park, Bolbeck Park, Pennyland, Giffard Park,

Blakelands, Conniburrow as well as Great Linford- a total of  7,137

homes. This is one of the largest Parishes in Milton Keynes and

involves a lot of work.

BUS SHELTERS

Last year two shelters 
were purchased, one in Conniburrow

Boulevard and one in St Ledger Drive, Great Linford.

NOTICE BOARDS

An important way of informing the residents of parish activities. 

10 New Boards have been purchased during the last year.

DOG LITTER BINS

A total of 11 are now spread over the parish. The cost of buying

these, plus the weekly emptying costs are paid for by the Parish

Council.

NEATH HILL LOCAL CENTRE

The Parish Council have met 25% of the cost of the recent

refurbishments and have also paid for the new seat.

ALLOTMENTS

The sites a
t Willen Park, Neath Hill and Giffard Gate and Hills Close

Great Linford, are all owned and maintained by the Parish Council.

PEARTREE POND

This is also the responsibility o

sum of money was spent on ur

HIGH STREET CRICKET GROUN

This is owned by the Parish a

them. Several large trees 
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£1000 to have removed. Th

Parish Council for its Mee

toilet and ramp put in wi

Keynes Council. We have

pavilion has been a cons

MARSH DRIVE SPORTS F

This is a very large pu

Council. The costs of k

for the benefit of the 

GRANTS

The Parish Council 

Park Pre-School, D

& Toddlers. We a

Celebrations at th

donation has rece

staging this year

by the Council w

trying to sort o

valuable asset
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CEPT SPENT?
s...

 endless, however the Precept levied by Great Linford 
in the Milton Keynes Borough and the money is very 
. If you have any problems that you think we may be 
to contact me on 01908 217752 (office hours please).

Jenny Sharp (Parish Clerk)

of the Council and last year a large

rgent repairs.

ND

and maintained to its high standard by

ew down in the last gales and cost over

he pavilion on this site, 
is used by the

etings and has recently had a disabled

ith the help of a 50% grant from Milton

e also had metal shutters in
stalled, as the

stant target for vandals.

FACILITY

ublic area and is leased from Milton Keynes

keeping these grounds in first cl
ass condition,

community are very high.

has given grants to for equipment to Giffard

Downs Barn Pre-School and Great Linford Mums

also made a contribution towards the Jubilee

he Cross and Stable, Downs Barn. A substantial

ently been made to the Waterside Festival, towards

rs event. A part time Youth Worker is also employed

who helps form Youth Clubs and patrols the estates,

out any problems that are youth related. This is a very

t to our community.

NEATH HILL
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YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS

To contact the Parish Clerk, Jenny Sharp, please telephone 01908 217752 or write to
PO Box 7085, Kiln Farm, Milton Keynes MK13 0YA

WARD NAME TEL NO
Giffard Pk/Blakelands Gill Hobson 670609

39 High Street, Great Linford
Conniburrow George Byfield 604063

54 Cleavers Av, Conniburrow MK14 7BU
Claudine Elliott (Chair) 660929
75 Nicholas Mead, Gt Linford MK14 5EL
Sue Williams 690337
2 Cranesbill Place, Conniburrow MK14 7BL

Downhead & Willen Pk Brian Morsley 666054
44 Kirklington, Downhead Park MK15 9AX
Allan Pugh 662441
17 Linden Grove, Gt Linford MK14 5HF

Downs Barn Charles Allum 668115
25A Downs Barn Boulevard MK14 7LL
Allan Wright 666926
8 Cantle Avenue, Downs Barn MK14 7RL

Great Linford Mike Williamson 605664
2 Lodge Gate, Great Linford MK14 5EW
John Figg 666916
5 St Andrews Croft, Gt Linford MK14 5HP
Mike Pendry 660929
75 Nicholas Mead, Gt Linford MK14 5EL
Peter Billups 201513
16 Fulwell Crt, Gt Linford MK14 5HB

Neath Hill Alan Williams 677402
22 Fletchers Mews, Neath Hill MK14 6HW
David Stabler 232025
79 Tower Drive, Neath Hill MK14 6JX

Pennyland & Bolbeck Pk Lin Shaw 678563
4 Cottisford Crescent, Gt Linford MK14 5HH
David Lovesy 605502
32 Sandy Close, Gt Linford MK14 5EE

Not sure who to talk to about your area? Here are the members of Great Linford Parish
Council and their contact details. We’ll print a photograph of them in the next issue, once
my camera has steeled itself to the unpleasant task.
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Milton Keynes Pensioners Association

wish to thank all those in Great Linford

Parish that supported their petition for

free bus travel in Milton Keynes. This

was presented to the Milton Keynes

Cabinet Member for Transport on

Monday 14 April.

The Parish Council will again behaving a display stand at the GreatLinford Waterside Festival this year
(21/22 June). Why not come and meetyour local councillors - and indeedstay to enjoy the rest of the event!

The sixth Great Linford Gallop is under Starter’s Orders for Sunday 22 June at
11.30am, as part of the Great Linford Waterside Festival 2003. The event

allows local charities to fund raise through sponsorship, and it only costs £1 to
register each runner! Do you want to test your mettle, or do you know of a

group that would be interested in participating? For an entry form or further
information contact John McClinton c/o Fun Run artworks MK, 

Tel: 01908 318200 or email john.mclinton@unisonfree.net

Noticeboard

WHAT’S IN
A NAME?

The Parish Council have been approached
to suggest names for the new Wharf
Development that is being constructed in
Great Linford. Who better to give
suggestions that the Parishioners
themselves? Perhaps a name with historical
links to the usage of the canal, or a person
of great significance to the area? Why not
give us your suggestions, and appropriate
ones will be forwarded to Milton Keynes
Council alongside our ideas for their
consideration!

Send your contributions to “Wharf
Development” c/o the Parish Clerk, PO Box
7085, Kiln Farm, Milton Keynes MK13 0YJ
or email david@greatlinfordparish.co.uk

Advertisement removed

because of legal

restictions on advertising

on the internet
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RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Within the Great Linford Parish, we have
three sports areas:

High Street - Great Linford: The cricket
ground is used each weekend during the
summer by three cricket teams. The pavilion
is available for meetings and children’s
parties, with a maximum number of 60
persons. 

Marsh Drive - Great Linford: This consists
of four football pitches currently used
during the winter by one adult team and a
number of Great Linford Football Club
youth teams. During the summer months
cricket is played by two local teams. The
tennis courts are available for hire via Great
Linford Tennis Club.

Downs Barn Sports Centre: This facility
has football pitches, tennis courts and a
pavilion available for public usage. It should
be noted that the room is on the first floor
and may not be suitable for very young
children and those who have problems with
stairs.

For information on these facilities, call the
Parish Clerk on 217752, during office hours.

Cllr David Stabler continues to research the
grid square names and main road names
with historical connections.

Downhead Park is named from the field
name on the 1641 Parish map “Down Head
Furlong”. A Cotswold theme is used for street
names, ie. Dalesford Court, Fairford Crescent
and Mickleton are all Cotswold villages.

The name Linford, mentioned as Linfordia in
994AD and referred to in the Domesday
Book of 1086 as an area of land with two
settlements - Little Linford and Great Linford
- lying either side of the River Ouse. The
name Linford probably derives from the
name of the crossing point, a ford over the
river where lime (Linden) trees grew.

Hazelwood. Thomas de Haselwood, was
Rector of Great Linford 1317 - 1325. He
spent most of these years in Newgate Prison,
London, having been falsely accused by a
rival of gaining the Rectory by false
pretences. He was cleared and released by
Edward II shortly before his death.

Sandy Close. “Sandy” Napier was Rector
1589 - 1634. He was the uncle of Sir Richard
Napier who bought the Linford Estate from
John Thompson in 1640. Sandy was a
notable character in the village who
augmented his earnings as Rector from his
interest in physics, astrology and alchemy.

YOUTH WORK
OPPORTUNITY IN GREAT LINFORD

A small group of enthusiastic young
people age 13+ meet Fridays in the
Memorial Hall, 7-9pm. Their youth
leaders have had to move on, and so
they are not able to meet. They are
desperate for support, and Don
Garnham, Youth Worker, is looking to
build a new team of volunteers. For an
informal chat about the club, you can
contact Don on 01908 315647.


